Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.002 Å; R factor = 0.039; wR factor = 0.110; data-to-parameter ratio = 14.7.
The molecule of the title Schiff base, C 16 H 15 N 3 , is non-planar and displays a trans configuration with respect to the C N double bond. The two benzene rings make a dihedral angle of 49.24 (3) .
Related literature
For general background on Schiff base coordination complexes, see: Garnovskii et al. (1993) . For a related structure, see: Gong & Xu (2008) Experimental Crystal data 
Comment
Schiff base compounds have attracted great attention and been extensively investigated in terms of their crystallography and coordination chemistry (Garnovskii et al., 1993) . As a continuation of our studies on Schiff-base compounds, we here report the synthesis and crystal structure of the title compound (I).
The molecule displays a trans configuration with respect to the C=N double bond (Fig. 1) . The values of the C-C, C=C, C-N and C=N bond distances in (I) are similar to the corresponding bond lengths in 4-(2-Hydroxybenzylideneamino)benzonitrile (Gong & Xu, 2008) . The molecule is nonplanar and the dihedral angle between the planes of the two benzene rings is 49.24 (0.03) °.
Experimental
All chemicals were obtained from commercial sources and directly used without further purification. 3-aminobenzonitrile (1.18 g, 10 mmol) and 4-(dimethylamino)benzaldehyde (1.49 g, 10 mmol) were dissolved in ethanol (20 ml). The mixture was heated to reflux for 6 h, then cooled to room temperature overnight and large amounts of a yellow precipitate were formed. Yellow crystals were obtained by recrystallization from ethanol(yield:2.04,82%). 
Refinement
All H atoms attached to C were positioned geometrically and treated as riding, with C-H = 0.93 (aromatic), 0.93 (methine) or 0.96 Å (methyl) with U iso (H) = 1.2Ueq(C). (15) 
